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James VI of Scotland = 
James I of England 
4 Corners 
Think silently about each of the following statements for 20 seconds, choose a 
corner of the room whether that is “Strongly Agree,” “Agree,” “Strongly Disagree,” 
or “Disagree.” 
When you have chosen a corner, discuss with a partner in that corner your 
reasons for doing so for about 1 minute.  




It’s okay if the head of a country is 
also allowed to be the head of a 
religion. 
A country’s leader has to give up all 
religious affiliations. 
		
It’s alright if a country’s leader takes 
advice from religious leaders. 
A country’s leader can make decisions 
based on their own religious beliefs. 
		
Crisis of Religion 
In the 16th-17th centuries, monarchs ruled and made decisions according to 
religious principles.  
 
England was a country where the monarch was also Head of the Church of 
England. There was a sharp divide between Anglican Protestants and Catholics.  
Religion under Elizabeth I 
Under Queen Elizabeth, Catholics could not 
participate in government.  
Those who refused to acknowledge the monarch as the 
head of the Church were imprisoned or executed. 
Queen Elizabeth I died childless. 
Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, was supposedly the 
legitimate heir as Queen Elizabeth’s cousin.  
However, she was executed for supposedly conspiring to 
assassinate Elizabeth.  
 
		
James I comes to power 
In 1603 Mary Stuart’s son James I (King of 
Scotland) becomes King of England. 
Religiously divided nation.   
(Puritans wanted a more Calvinist-like system. Catholics 
wanted more rights than they had held under Elizabeth.) 
Throne was in debt. 
James expected to rule without relying on 
Parliament. 
James staffed positions with his favorites. 
 
Think, Pair, Share 
Think about the following question on the next slide for 20 seconds. Discuss with a 
partner for 1 minutes.  
Be prepared to share your findings with the class.  
		
Should James I uphold the religious 
status quo from Elizabeth I’s reign? 
(Anglicans have more rights than 
Catholics and Puritans) Why or why 
not? 
What does King James I do? 
First of the Stuart dynasty. 
Parliament only met when summoned by king. 
 James rebuffed Puritan demands and vowed to maintain religious status quo. 
Puritans left England in 1620 for Holland and in 1630 for Massachusetts. 
Court nobles were angered over the selling of titles. 
1604 England and Spain reach a peace treaty, and this is viewed by the people 
as pro-Catholic sentiment on James’s part. 
1624 Parliament pressures James I to resume war with Spain. 
England is eventually drawn into the Thirty Years’ War on the side of the 




Thinking back to our 4 Corners discussion earlier and what you have learned 
about James I, discuss with a partner a possible answer for this question: 
“What do the actions of James I say about the separation of church and 
state in 17th century England? How could this lead to conflict? Cite 
evidence from your discussion and notes today. “ 
After your discussion, write in a 4-5 sentence paragraph your answer on the exit 











Special thanks to Ryan Newberger and his help for giving MAT Social Studies 
grads valuable resources.  
 
		
A plot is afoot! 
Entrance Ticket 
On your entrance ticket, you have 5 minutes to write a 3-4 sentence answer to the 
following question: 
What are the actions citizens should take if the leader of a country discriminates 
against a group of people? 
		
You are a Catholic in England when James I takes 
the throne... 
You’re happy at first. His mother Mary, Queen of Scots, was Catholic. So surely 
he’ll be sympathetic! 
Unfortunately, King James I has decided to follow the status quo that Queen 
Elizabeth I had set in place. You are frustrated and angry! How do we let the the 
King know? 
Remember, as a Catholic you are... 
Fined 12 pences every time you don’t go to church for the Church of England on 
Sunday 
Fined 100 marks if you hold mass! (Possibly executed) 
Tried for treason if you are found to be harboring a Catholic priest 
That if you were asked if you were loyal to the King of England or the Pope of 
Rome, you’d have to choose between your country or religion… and possibly 
executed 
You cannot worship publicly 
		
What should you do? 
On your group’s whiteboard, take 3 minutes to write down and brainstorm ideas 
about how to let King James I know you’re unhappy with his treatment of 
Catholics.  
What can you do to get that point across? 
No solutions concerning violence. Think how would you address a principal or a 
state representative.  
Be ready to share when time is up.  
Would any of these solutions work? 
If our goal is to continue to be Catholics who can practice our faith in public, do we 
really believe if any of these solutions would work? 
Pretend I’m King James I, each table has two minutes to come up with a pitch to 
try and convince me to give them rights, and 1 minute to pitch to me. Pick a 
representative and each table will go. 
		
Now what? 
King James I isn’t listening. If reasonable methods won’t work… what do we do 
now? 
Once again, take 3 minutes to brainstorm with your table what you can do to 
ensure your rights as Catholics, even if it means getting King James I out of the 
way… 
Write your solutions on your whiteboard. Be prepared to share with the class.  
If we get rid of James… who rules next? 
We have some options… 
Charles I - Son of King James I 
Mary - King James I 1 year old daughter 
Invite a foreign, catholic prince to take over 
Get rid of the monarchy! 
		
Alright, we’ve made our decisions... 
But how do we think OUR scenario compares with real life? 
 
Reading for Meaning 
You have a graphic organizer with a “Statement” column in the middle and 
“Evidence For” and “Evidence Against” columns on the side.  
Read the statements in the middle column and make a prediction about whether 




I’m going to put up the poem on the next slide, you also have a copy in front of 
you. Read the poem and look for evidence in the poem that will support or refute 
each statement, and write your evidence down in the corresponding column.  
Do this silently. You have 8 minutes.  
The Fifth of November (English folk verse c. 1870) 
Remember, remember!  
    The fifth of November,  
    The Gunpowder treason and plot;  
    I know of no reason  
    Why the Gunpowder treason  
    Should ever be forgot!  
    Guy Fawkes and his companions  
    Did the scheme contrive,  
    To blow the King and Parliament  
    All up alive.  
         
Threescore barrels, laid 
below,  
    To prove old England's 
overthrow.  
    But, by God's providence, 
him they catch,  
    With a dark lantern, 
lighting a match!  
    A stick and a stake  
    For King James's sake!  
    If you won't give me one,  
    I'll take two,  
    The better for me,  
    And the worse for you.  
 
A rope, a rope, to 
hang the Pope,  
    A penn'orth of 
cheese to choke him,  
    A pint of beer to 
wash it down,  
    And a jolly good 
fire to burn him.  
    Holloa, boys! 
holloa, boys! make 
the bells ring!  
    Holloa, boys! 
holloa boys! God 
save the King!  




Take 5 minutes with your table group on whether you agree or disagree with each 
other on whether the text supports or refutes each statement.  
Be prepared to share with the class.  
The Gunpowder Plot 
1605 - group of Catholics attempted to blow up the 
House of Lords in Parliament and King James  
They placed 36 barrels of gunpowder in the cellars 
beneath the building and in the confusion kidnap 
James’s daughter and install her as a puppet 
queen. 
 The plot was discovered and torture was used to get the 
conspirators to admit to their plans. 
 The plot failed and all the conspirators were executed for 
treason H 
Highlighted the religious tensions in England. 
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Who should rule a country? 
Decision Making 
Assemble into groups of 4-5. Each group will be randomly assigned a primary 
document. Your group will be provided a copy of 
Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes  
OR 
Second Treatise on Civil Government by John Locke 
You will read the excerpts together and create 4 pieces of criteria on what type of 
government is the best government to have BASED OFF THE DOCUMENT YOU 
READ. 
You have 20 minutes for this activity.  
		
How does each type of government meet your 
criteria? 











Charles couldn’t finance the war with Spain b/c of mistrust by Parliament.  
Pull out of the Thirty Years’ War in 1630. 
Initiated forced loans from landowners and imprisoned those who refused 
Parliament agreed to grant funds if Charles agreed to the Petition of Right (no forced 
loans or taxation w/o Parliament’s consent, no imprisonment without cause, no 
quartering of troops in private homes).   
Charles agreed, but then dissolved Parliament. 
Charles forced Scottish Protestants and English Puritans to adopt Anglican Book of 
Common Prayer.  





In 1640, Charles reconvened Parliament 
asking for funding and they refused until 
a list of grievances had been met.   
Charles dissolved Parliament after 3 weeks 
(Short Parliament). 
Charles was an absolutist monarch  
AKA He believed that as king, his word was law 
and that he should be able to rule without 
Parliament.  

















Long Parliament - 1640-1648, officially ended 
1660 
1640 - devastating English losses to the Scots forces Charles to reconvene Parliament on its terms. 
1642 - religiously divided Parliament suggested that they assume control of the army to put down the 
Scottish rebels. 
Charles stormed into Parliament to arrest his political opponents 
they escaped. 
The House of Commons passed the Militia Ordinance.  
Allowed them to raise an army. 
England was split into two factions; the Royalist Cavaliers in the north and west and the 




Leader of the Parliamentary army. 
After alliance with Scotland, Parliament won the English Civil War and Charles I was executed. 
1649 -1660: England was ruled as a Puritan republic. 
 military dictatorship under Cromwell. 
Bloody campaigns against religiously opposed groups. 
Disbanded Parliament. 
Prohibited drunkenness, theatergoing, dancing, and reduced Christmas from 12 days to 1. 
 
Think, Pair, Share 



















Hobbes, Thomas. Leviathan (1651). TomRichey.net, 15 June 2017, 
http://www.tomrichey.net/absolutism.html 
Locke, John. Second Treatise on Civil Government (1689). TomRichey.net, 15 
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Read the following statements and pick a corner of the room based off whether 
you “Strongly Agree,” “Agree,” “Strongly Disagree,” and “Disagree.” 
When you’ve picked a corner, take about 1 minute to discuss with a partner why 
you chose that corner. Be prepared to share your answer.  
		
The will of the people outweighs the 
will of the government. 
Absolutism is no longer a viable form 
of government. 
		
Citizens should be able to depose 
world leaders based on religious 
principles. 
Charles II  
1658, Cromwell dies - the people sick of 
Puritan rule  
asked the exiled Charles II to take the throne. 
Charles had Catholic sympathies  
made secret deals with France against the Dutch, 
which mandated he announce his conversion 
to Catholicism. 
Parliament started administering oral oaths 




James II James II dissolved Parliament after it refused to repeal the Test Act 
and began staffing high level government/military positions with 
Catholics.  
The Test Act was designed to prevent Roman Catholics and 
other nonconformists from taking public office in the 
government and military. 
James idolized Louis XIV and attempted to emulate him, imprisoning 
seven bishops who defied his orders. 
The English hoped Mary II (James II’s eldest daughter and wife of 
Protestant William of Orange would take the throne when James 
died. 
James produced a male heir, and the English invited William and 
Mary to invade England. 
 
The Glorious (Supposedly bloodless) Revolution 
William (now William III) and Mary II invaded England in 
1688  
pronounced king and queen by Parliament. 
James II fled to France. 
William and Mary recognized the English Bill of Rights, which 
stated that monarchs ruled with the permission of 
Parliament and were subject to English law. 
1701 – Act of Settlement provided the English crown go to 
the German House of Hanover if William and Mary’s 
daughter died. 
1707 – Act of Union combined England and Scotland. 
 
		
Mind’s Eye Activity 
1. I will be reading 20 keywords from a selected text.  
2. As I read, create a movie in your minds about what this text could be about. 
Decide whether you are more likely to draw a picture, make a prediction, ask 
a question, or describe your feelings in response to the chosen words.  
3. When I am done reading, I will give you 8 minutes to create a chosen “end 
product” to share with a partner.  
The words 
English                      Liberties                   consent 
Rights                        Parliament               God 
Grievances                subjects                    popish 
Evil                             promises                   allowed 
Counsellors              freedom                    speech 
Protestant                 kingdom                    restrictions 
Laws                            William 
 
		
Talk with a partner 
Take 3 minutes to talk with a partner about your “end product,” and what you 
believe the text is about.  
Read the text 
You each have a copy of important excerpts from The English Bill of Rights 
(1689).  
Take 10 minutes to read and annotate the document silently and compare it with 
your original prediction/end product.  
When 10 minutes is up, discuss with your partner how the document is similar or 


















“The English Bill of Rights: An Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Settling the 















































































































































































































































CATEGORY	 4	 3	 2	 1	
Respect	for	Other	
Team	
All	statements,	body	
language,	and	
responses	were	
respectful	and	were	
in	appropriate	
language.	
Statements	and	
responses	were	
respectful	and	used	
appropriate	language,	
but	once	or	twice	
body	language	was	
not.	
Most	statements	and	
responses	were	
respectful	and	in	
appropriate	language,	
but	there	was	one	
sarcastic	remark.	
Statements,	responses	
and/or	body	language	
were	consistently	not	
respectful.	
Information	 All	information	
presented	in	the	
debate	was	clear,	
accurate	and	
thorough.	
Most	information	
presented	in	the	
debate	was	clear,	
accurate	and	
thorough.	
Most	information	
presented	in	the	
debate	was	clear	and	
accurate,	but	was	not	
usually	thorough.	
Information	had	
several	inaccuracies	
OR	was	usually	not	
clear.	
Use	of	
Facts/Statistics	
Every	major	point	was	
well	supported	with	
several	relevant	facts,	
statistics	and/or	
examples.	
Every	major	point	was	
adequately	supported	
with	relevant	facts,	
statistics	and/or	
examples.	
Every	major	point	was	
supported	with	facts,	
statistics	and/or	
examples,	but	the	
relevance	of	some	
was	questionable.	
Every	point	was	not	
supported.	
Organization	 All	arguments	were	
clearly	tied	to	an	idea	
(premise)	and	
organized	in	a	tight,	
logical	fashion.	
Most	arguments	were	
clearly	tied	to	an	idea	
(premise)	and	
organized	in	a	tight,	
logical	fashion.	
All	arguments	were	
clearly	tied	to	an	idea	
(premise)	but	the	
organization	was	
sometimes	not	clear	
or	logical.	
Arguments	were	not	
clearly	tied	to	an	idea	
(premise).	
Class	Debate	:	Parliamentary	Roundheads	vs.	Royalist	Cavaliers	
	
Teacher	Name:	Ms.	Keeling		
Student	Name:					________________________________________	
The	debate	is	scored	for	individual	students	out	of	24	points.	Students	will	be	scored	according	to	the	
following	rubric.	
	
Score:	____/24	
Understanding	of	
Topic	
The	team	clearly	
understood	the	topic	
in-depth	and	
presented	their	
information	forcefully	
and	convincingly.	
The	team	clearly	
understood	the	topic	
in-depth	and	
presented	their	
information	with	
ease.	
The	team	seemed	to	
understand	the	main	
points	of	the	topic	
and	presented	those	
with	ease.	
The	team	did	not	
show	an	adequate	
understanding	of	the	
topic.	
Debate	Worksheet	 The	debate	
worksheet	was	
completely	and	
clearly	filled	out	with	
well-thought	
responses	for	their	
points,	and	the	
counterpoints	of	the	
opposing	team	had	
been	written	down.	
The	debate	
worksheet	was	mostly	
filled	out	with	
adequate	responses	
for	their	points,	and	
most	of	the	
counterpoints	for	the	
opposing	team	had	
been	written	down.	
The	debate	
worksheet	was	
partially	filled	out	
with	adequate	
responses	to	their	
points	and	wrote	
down	most	of	the	
counterpoints	of	the	
opposing	team.	
The	debate	worksheet	
was	filled	out	
inadequately	with	one	
word	responses	or	
was	not	filled	out	at	
all.	
	
	
RubiStar	 			 Rubric	Made	Using:	
RubiStar	(	http://rubistar.4teachers.org	)	
	
Other	Comments:	
	
	
